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LOTTO AGENCY - BREMER BAY 
Grievance 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [9.22 am]:  Today I grieve to the Minister for 
Government Enterprises.  My grievance is in support of opening a lotto agency for the people of Bremer Bay.  
Living in rural areas can be tough at the best of times, and with the limited infrastructure and resources afforded 
to small communities, they can often feel as though they are disconnected from the rest of the state.  Often 
people in these rural areas make an honest living in small business, on a farm or in retirement, and a lot of the 
time their regions are overlooked in the allocation of expenditure.  Sometimes the thought of having a chance of 
winning big in the lotto can broaden people�s minds and let them dream a little.  That is why I have chosen to 
support the people of Bremer Bay in their efforts to set up a lotto agency in their town, as I believe that people 
who choose to live in a rural area should not expect any less than that expected by taxpayers living in the city. 

I bring to the attention of the house the hard work and initiative of local Bremer Bay resident and small business 
owner Kevin Davidson in trying to set up a lotto agency at his general store.  Over the past year and a half, Mr 
Davidson has been lobbying Lotterywest and the government to obtain a new service for his town, but it appears 
that his applications are continually being turned down.  I will now read an excerpt from a letter written by Mr 
Davidson to Lotterywest.  According to my notes, it states -  

Further to my letter to Lotterywest dated 27th February 2005, asking that a Lotto facility could be made 
available for the Bremer Bay General Store, outlying that the general background for such a request and 
your subsequent denial received on the 16th March 2005. 

I took the opportunity during the 2005 Easter break and the following school holidays to ask customers 
whether they would care to put their names to a petition with reference to seeking a Lotto in store. 

Mr Davidson was very encouraged by the almost 800 signatures he received on that petition, and I look forward 
to giving that petition to the minister after my grievance today.  Mr Davidson then sought the opinions of the 
Great Southern Development Commission; Tourism Western Australia; Australia�s south west office, which is 
the regional tourism body; the member for Roe, Dr Jacobs; the chief executive officer of the Shire of 
Jerramungup; and the president of the Shire of Jerramungup.  All of them were supportive of this proposal, as 
they should be. 

The fact of the matter is that the Bremer Bay community has done everything in its power to try to convince 
Lotterywest that it deserves a chance to be part of the great organisation that is Lotterywest and to be part of the 
dream of winning big in lotto.  However, so far the efforts by the town of Bremer Bay to open an agency have 
been dismissed for the pure and simple reason that, under Lotterywest guidelines, these people are classed as 
insignificant.  They are not insignificant and they should not be regarded as insignificant.  I do not think anyone 
would deny a town such as Bremer Bay the opportunity to sell lotto tickets from the local general store.  
Members may have heard recently of the $15 million lotto win by a couple from the wheatbelt town of 
Wyalkatchem.  It was only after hard campaigning by the community and me, as its local member, that a lotto 
agency was opened at Wyalkatchem after the previous newsagency had closed.  The Lotterywest rules do not 
allow for the opening of a new lotto kiosk.  I think the turnover that is required is $16 000 a week.  Maybe in 
your electorate, Madam Deputy Speaker (Mrs D.J. Guise), $16 000 would be achievable by outlets in some 
supermarket malls, but certainly in the vast majority of small Western Australian country communities, that 
turnover is simply not achievable.  With the support of Hon Nick Griffiths, an out-of-policy decision was made 
to allow Wyalkatchem to reopen its lotto agency, and the rest is history.  I am sure that if that family from 
Wyalkatchem could be in the public gallery today, they would be very supportive of the fact that they were able 
to buy that $15 million lotto ticket. 

I was very disappointed after that win when a media release by Lotterywest championed the cause of buying a 
lotto ticket in the small country town of Wyalkatchem.  I quote their spokesperson Angelika Fawcett who said -  

Last week was very exciting for WA Lotto players with a local couple from the wheatbelt town of 
Wyalkatchem winning the entire $15 million OZ Lotto jackpot. 

. . .  

It would be fantastic if another West Australian could win . . . 

Lotterywest is happy to cash in on rural communities such as Wyalkatchem winning lotto, but it is not prepared 
to give other rural communities such as Bremer Bay an opportunity and a fair go.  I continue with the quote from 
the Lotterywest spokesperson -  
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We encourage people to have a go and purchase a ticket - there�s a selection of ticket prices to suit 
every budget - from as little as $1.20 for a two game coupon right through to an investment of $15 for 
the Slikpik 25 will give people a chance to be in the running for $15 million. 

I would like to take this one step further and introduce another ticket selection called the slikpik Bremer Bay.  To 
buy a slikpik Bremer Bay, a person first needs to drive to his local service station and fill up with $60 worth of 
fuel before driving to either Jerramungup or Albany, which is a 200-kilometre round trip.  That is not an option 
that any Western Australian should be forced to endure.  We want the Minister for Government Enterprises to 
rule out today the slikpik Bremer Bay, by directing Lotterywest to make an out-of-policy decision to support the 
Bremer Bay community.  The information that is available indicates that Bremer Bay should be strongly 
considered as a town that deserves a lotto agency.  In recent years Bremer Bay has become a popular and 
attractive tourist hot spot.  Bremer Bay is based in a region with very high visitation rates.  According to a 
national visitor survey in 2005, there were 28 000 day visitors through the Shire of Jerramungup, which includes 
Bremer Bay, a figure that had increased by 6 500 over the previous year.  Night visitors totalled 96 000, an 
increase of 17 000 over the previous year.  The pristine beaches and beauty of the Fitzgerald National Park, 
along with the influx of whale watching and sightseeing opportunities in Bremer Bay, are some of the reasons 
behind this steady increase in tourism in, and visitation to, the region.  If these facts are coupled with the growth 
and expansion due to Bremer Bay�s close proximity to major mining projects in Ravensthorpe and the ramping 
up of exploration for offshore petroleum and gas reserves in the Bremer sub-basin, it becomes clear that Bremer 
Bay is a town that will need the infrastructure and services to support an increased population.  We would rather 
that a small town such as Bremer Bay was ready for the future and ready for development, for once, instead of its 
lagging behind because things are made harder for it, as is usually the case. 

I call on the minister to help set up a lotto agency in Bremer Bay.  I have 800 signatures from not only Bremer 
Bay residents, but also tourists.  A decision from the minister is needed to make this happen, and I think that 
decision should be made. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Minister for Government Enterprises) [9.29 am]:  Ministers have never 
interfered in the issuing of lottery licences.  The member is mistaken if he thinks that my predecessor interfered 
in the issuing of the Wyalkatchem lottery licence.  I am advised that that did not happen.  The policy by which 
lottery licences are issued is a matter for the board of Lotterywest.  The legislation does not provide any formal 
role for the minister in lottery licensing.  Lotterywest issues licences on the basis of its business needs.  It places 
a lot of value on small business networks and agents that provide support for the sale of Lotterywest products.  
However, the first requirement is that the licences suit Lotterywest business needs.  It is a business, and the 
benefit of the business resides in grants to community groups.  Those grants should not be compromised by 
Lotterywest making unbusinesslike decisions. 

Mr B.J. Grylls:  You don�t believe that, do you? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  I do.  Lotterywest has a policy of providing customer service licences to locations in rural 
and remote Western Australia, in cases in which the provision of licences meets Lotterywest�s customer service 
outlet policy.  The policy has three key criteria: that the location is more than 120 kilometres from the Perth 
GPO; that the location is 45 kilometres or more from the next nearest Lotterywest outlet; and that there is 
evidence that the population of the primary catchment area is at least 500.  The population figures are averaged 
for locations in which the population fluctuates due to tourism.   

I am advised that Lotterywest has reviewed several applications for a lottery customer service licence from 
Bremer Bay, most recently in August.  Bremer Bay satisfies the criteria for distance from the Perth GPO and 
distance from the next available Lotterywest outlet.  However, the applicant for the customer service licence in 
Bremer Bay has been unable to provide sufficient substantiation of the population of the town.  Lotterywest has 
information that the resident population is 200.  Lotterywest is trying to obtain figures for the tourist population 
to see if there is evidence of additional numbers, based on tourism, for the town to meet the customer service 
outlet licence criteria.  The figures that Lotterywest has obtained for the tourist population of Bremer Bay have 
shown discrepancies that Lotterywest has not yet been able to reconcile to such a degree as to be sufficiently 
confident of Bremer Bay meeting the customer service outlet criteria.  However, all is not lost.  Lotterywest is 
undertaking a new assessment of customer figures provided by the Bremer Bay General Store.  Lotterywest 
hopes that these figures will provide a more accurate indication of the number of visitors to the town.  The most 
recent figures were received by Lotterywest on 15 September.  These figures will be used to determine 
population figures for the town for the period from July 2005 to June 2006.  The information will be provided to 
the board of Lotterywest for the board�s meeting in October.  The board will make a decision and advise 
interested parties.   

As a result of the Leader of the National Party�s grievance, I will refer the Hansard of his remarks to 
Lotterywest.  I will also take receipt of the petition.  That seems to me to be evidence of more demand than 
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Lotterywest has anticipated; 800 people have been through that store and signed the petition.  Lotterywest tells 
me that it will be flexible in assessing this application.  It will look at tourism numbers and will try to provide 
Bremer Bay with a fair outcome. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  Is the minister aware that Bremer Bay is where all the Albany kids go on New Year�s Eve?  If 
there was a count made on New Year�s Eve, there would be 2 000 extra! 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  I will take that as the member for Albany�s support for Bremer Bay general and liquor 
store�s application for a Lotterywest licence.  There is a now a groundswell of opinion in Parliament and 
bipartisan support.  I will relay that information to the board of Lotterywest. 

I will make another comment to the Leader of the National Party.  Some time ago there was a debate about 
Internet access to Lotto products, and there was general shock and horror at the prospect of Lotterywest facing 
that sort of competition for its products at some point in the future.  During the debate it occurred to me that 
there are people in Western Australia who might actually appreciate Internet or other access to Lotterywest 
products, particularly people living in small country towns and in rural or remote areas. 

Mr B.J. Grylls:  I think you�re right, but the important thing for the Bremer Bay General Store is to get the 
customers coming in and to keep the store going, so that there is someone bringing in the milk and bread.  If 
customers buy their Lotto online and have their liquor delivered from Perth, it does not bode very well for the 
Bremer Bay General Store. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  Okay, we have to take into account the interests of customers and small businesses in rural 
and remote areas.  This is not an issue in which ministers have interfered or directed Lotterywest, because it is 
really a business decision for Lotterywest.  I will make sure that the arguments presented in Parliament and the 
support of the Leader of the National Party - backed up by my colleague the member for Albany - are relayed to 
the Lotterywest board before it makes its decision. 
 


